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Participation in H2020
Two ways exist to participate and getting funding 

In 
Collaborative 

research

As 
individual 
researcher

>3 entities
3 EU countries



Participation in H2020

As 
individual 
researcher

What type of funding is available?
- For PhD applicants: Marie Skłodowska - Curie Actions 

(MSCA) offer paid positions for PhD applicants within MSCA 
projects

- PhD holders and beyond: direct funding of research project 
to the Marie Skłodowska - Curie Actions (MSCA), or the 
European Research Council (ERC).

- Researchers can apply to the Future and Emerging 
Technologies (FET) actions that support research collaborations 
between advanced multidisciplinary science and cutting-edge 
engineering to initiate radically new lines of technology.

More info 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/area/funding-
researchers

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/node/94
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/area/funding-researchers


Overview

 Horizon 2020 project consortium: what to look for

 Building your network

 Getting help: the NCPs network

 Communication and contact follow-up





Type of participation within a consortium

 Coordinator 

 Participants

Beneficiaries
of the Grant

And Third –parties: 4 basic types of third-party support 
a) The purchase of goods and services 
b) Subcontracts 
c) Work done by “linked third parties” 
d) Other third-party contributions 



Horizon 2020 project consortium: 
what is needed

 Complementarity to fulfill the scope & impact

 Expertise in a specific scientific field

 Expertise in Research; Development; IPR; Socio-Economic  and 

Legal/regulatory aspects; End-user needs; etc. 

 Any type of entity: Academia, Industry, SMEs, NGOs, 

Public authority, etc.

 Should be committed 

 Should ideally (not obligatory) have previous experience

in EU projects/international cooperation projects



Horizon 2020: FET Open Challenging Current Thinking 
– partner search request

An Italian research centre will coordinate a FET Open 
in the field of DNA manipulation and exploitation for 
sensing technology and biomarkers 
detection/identification. SMEs are required with 
experience in R&D in field of sensor surface 
development nanostructuration and coating, as well as 
in machine learning, mechatronic and prototyping 
enable to manage the quality and quantity of produced 
data. Partners will lead the experimental development 
and validation stage under standard conditions. 



Horizon 2020 project consortium: 
what is needed 

A good balance is needed

 In terms of expertise

 In terms of geographic coverage

 In terms of type of entity 

 Universities; Research centers; Industry; SMEs; 

NGOs; 

 Public; private 



Horizon 2020 project consortium: 
Overall structure
The consortium should:

• Be complementary, with clear roles & functions, avoiding 
overlaps or redundant participations

• Include core partners with reputation in their respective 
field

• Possess a critical mass adequate for the size and ambition of 
the topic to address

• Possess some partners experienced in H2020 projects (not 
obligatory)

• Involve the private sector (especially SMEs), end-user 
organisations, associations, etc. depending of the topic

Integrated 
and balanced 

team

The topic description provides indications for the consortium!





Building your network…

 Start with the network you already have as researcher:

 Scientists in EU/AC with whom you cooperate already  

sabbaticals, bilateral projects, exchange, joint projects, etc.

 Scientists you met in conferences 

 Scientists you ‘know’ from their publications



Building your network…
 Then look at H2020

 Institutions that implement(ed) H2020 or FP7  projects 

www.cordis.europa.eu/



Building your network…
 Then look at H2020

 Institutions that implement(ed) H2020 or FP7  projects 

 Participant Portal partner search: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search


Building your network… via Linkedin



Building your network… via EEN



Building your network… via IDEAL IST



Building your network… via Net4Society



Building your network… via NVP Team



To sum up…

Contacting

 Researchers you cooperate with

 Researchers you met in Conferences 

 Researchers you know from publications

 Researchers participating in funded projects

Using

 Partner search facilities (Funding & tender opportunities )

 Partner search facilities (Thematic)

Proactive!

A bottle in the 
sea?



Useful databases for partner search

• Ideal-ist (ICT): http://www.ideal-ist.eu/partner-

search/pssearch

• NMP: https://www.nmp-partnersearch.eu/index.php

• SC3 Energy: http://www.partnersearch.c-energy2020.eu/

• SC5 Climate: http://partnersearch.ncps-care.eu/

• SC6 SSH: http://www.net4society.eu/public/pss.php

• SC7 Security: http://www.security-research-map.eu/

• EEN (SME): http://een.ec.europa.eu/services/going-

international

http://www.ideal-ist.eu/partner-search/pssearch
https://www.nmp-partnersearch.eu/index.php
http://www.partnersearch.c-energy2020.eu/
http://partnersearch.ncps-care.eu/
http://www.net4society.eu/public/pss.php
http://www.security-research-map.eu/
http://een.ec.europa.eu/services/going-international


You should also know that

Several events are organized in EU for networking 

(especially when new calls are published): 

 Networking events 

 Brokerage events

 Information days 

However

 Barriers exist (cost & time; getting the info timely)

 A certain experience is needed (for the Brokerage Events)



And by the way… How to approach?

 You need to be specific about your request and for that some 

homework is needed

 Identify a call/topic relevant to your expertise

 Identify a potential partner with similar/complementary 

expertise

 Be direct and precise in your contact

 Why you contact her/him

 For what call/topic you could work together

 What you will bring from your side (half page!)

Be prepared 

 For negative or no-answers (unfortunately!)

 For alternative partners!



And how it will continue?

The proposal preparation phase usually includes:

• Extensive communication via emails

• Web meetings and/or telephone conferences

• Possibly face-to-face meetings (not eligible/reimbursed)

• Online processing of documents

It is important to: 

• Show your commitment and dedication

• Provide substantial comments 

• Respect the deadlines

Proactive and dedicated partner!





How to get help – the National Contact Points

What they do:

 Trainings and Information Days

 Assistance in partner search

 Dissemination of information (expressions of interest)

 Assistance in project preparation and implementation

The network of National Contact Points (NCPs) is the 
main structure to provide guidance, practical 
information and assistance on all aspects of 

participation in Horizon 2020. 
NCPs are also established in many non-EU and non-

associated countries ("third countries").

Service 
providers!





Useful links

 Horizon 2020: http://ec.europa.eu/programme 

 Participant Portal: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/ho
me.html 

 Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/

 European Research Council: http://erc.europa.eu/

 EURAXESS: www.euraxess.org 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
http://erc.europa.eu/
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